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His Honor MOSES GILL, Eſquire, 
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COMMONWEALTH or MASSACHUSETTS. 


: e Sxnars, June 13, 1 
On That the Hon. Joun TzxzapwsLL, Eſq. 
with ſuch as the Honorable Houſe may join, be a 
to wait on the Rev. Dr. Twacuzs, and thank him 
for the Sermon Na d the requeſt of the two 
Houſes, at the Funeral of late — INCREASE 
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or Concurrence, 


JONES, Profident pro tem, 


. T. the Hovin of NrassznTATIV ES 13,1 199. 
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EDW. H. ROBBINS, . 
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Au SAMUEL DIED, AND. 41h 2. RABLITES 
, WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND LAMENTED 41, 
AND BURIED HIM AT HIS HOUSE IN Ruuua. 


T nx Katy e 
human greatneſs; and the uncertain nature of all 
human events, are now preſented to us in alight the 
moſt ſtriking. The fable urn before us contains all 
that was mortal of one of the moſt amiable and ex- 
cellent of men; a man who was happy in his family; 
warmly beloved by his friends, and elevated by the. 
free ſuffrages of his fellow citizens to the higheſt ſta- 
tion which it was in their power to beſtow! In the 
midſt of his days; while the honors of the world 
crowded thickly upon him; and while we hoped that 
he might be uſeful and happy for many years to 
come; Death, with inexorable hand, has ſeized him ; 
his ſun has gone down at noon; and we are now aſ- 
ſembled to pay our laſt reſpects to his remains, to 
— decent ſolemnity, to the tomb 


where 


vi. 


@. a ia i. tas 6-4 a 6 na a * 
die 6d Malt möchder into "Ault, = 


more © till the trumpet ſhall ſound, and” the dead 
ſhall be raiſed 1” 


To aſſſt ds in inproying this thelancholy provi- 
dence, is the deſign of the following diſcourſe. And 
how could we more naturally introduce it than by 
the account of the deaths and funeral of Samus, 
who was long the Chief Magiſtrate of Iſrael, who 
travelled for many years through the nation to diſ- 
penſe judgment and juſtice, who maintained a fair 
and honorable reputation to the end of life; and 
who, when he died, was attended to the grave by the 
hats of the tribes of "Yrael with deep and ſincere 
; regret ? © NA 1 2 LA 


Sven a teſtimony in favor of any man, *. ſuch 
univerial-forrow when he is taken away from life, 
are ſtronger evidences of his real virtue than any 
Which the poetic page, or the ſculptured marble can 
produce. We do not lament the uſeleſs or the wick- 
ed. We do not mourn for thoſe whom we did not 
eſteem and love. A whole community is never in- 
volved in woe and ſadneſs, unleſs it has loſt a friend, 
à benefactor, and a uſeful ſervant. And thus, the 
tears of the public embalm the memory of a wiſe 
and virtuous Ruler. They will tranſmit his name 
r 


mid at 1897 bann ? 
Sanus does not appear — poſſeſſed. the 


fire of imagination-and brilliancy of genius which too 
—— and delude the world. He was not 


a conqueror 


# coniquezor who extended r 
of his Country, or gave it à falſe glory by ſplendid 
victories. He had a ſtrong and capacious mind, 
which could eaſily diſcern the juſt and the fit, and 
could ſteer calmly the veſſel of State when a more 
impetuous pilot would have daſhed her on the rocks, 
An underſtanding clear and.informed, a will regulat- 
ed by reaſon, and never warped or corrupted by 
paſſion ; with affections warm but not violent, ſin- 
cere but not ardent ; a knowledge of the tempers 
and feelings of mankind ; and an acquaintance with 
the events of paſt times and the hiſtory of the world, 
rendered SAMUEL more competent for the place 
which he filled, than would thoſe ſhining talents 
which too often lead their poſſeſſors to diſtreſs their 
country and deſolate the world, that they may pro- 
cure to * eee nde 
of conqueſt. , PE 


"Eanzy and fincere piety nad, 2 . — 
in the character of SAMUEL. . Dedicated to Gon. 
by a pious parent, he was ſtationed in the tabernacle 
from his youth. Through a long life he preſerved 
the © fear of Gop which is the beginning of wiſe 
dom,” and the reſpe& to duty which, is the ſtrongeſt 
incentive to public virtue, and the moſt powerful re. 
ſtraint from a breach of truſt. We find him ſtriciy 
attentive to the ordinances of religion and che inſti- 
tutions of divine worſhip... But we find him more 
careful of the weightier matters of the law, of the 
great duties of morality and obedience. For, he 


e declares to SAUL, when he had negleQed 
ſubmiſſion 


gp; 14 1 11. bb nw 


of reſerving an offering 


ſubmiſſion to the plain will of Gon, 


Nn 
to the Lon, i obey is 
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Is the 8 age of gs: wha the reſults 
of the wiſdom and experience of many ages are view- 


| ed as the dreams of aged and feeble infanity ; when 


nature is placed in the throne of nature's Gop; and 
the religion of Cuz1sr, mild, gentle and beneyo- 


lent, like its Divine Author, is repreſented as a cruel 
- and ferocious ſuperſtition ; In this age of theory 
and innovation, Religion has been conſidered by ſome 
men and ſome nations as an injury to ſociety, and 


incompatible with the character of a good Ru- 
ler. But, when we conſider the deep influence 
which Chriſtianity felt in its power, has upon the 


very tempers and diſpoſitions of men; how it leads 


them to fear doing wrong ever ſo gierte, Ul . 


ſire to do right, though no praiſe ſhould attend 


them; how it places us always under the eye of the 
Deity, and brings death and judgment near to our 


view. When we thus view Religion in its nature 
and effects, we ſhall pereeive it to be one of the moſt 


powerful and energetic principles which can operate 


upon the human mind. This principle reaches 


where no human law nor earthly conſideration can 
extend. "It operates as powerfullp when no eye be- 
holds it as when ſurrounded by thouſands, * It pen. 
etrates the heart. It governs the temper. It guides 
the conduct. It fortifies us againſt affliction, and 
renders proſperity more valuable and fweet, The 
Ruler who embraces the ſpirit, and copies the ex- 


ample 
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- at Cott eo need ha 
| 1s animated by the hopes of the Goſpel, will © ſerve 
| his generation according to the will of God,” and 
enn By 


Wann r 
it will make him ſtrifly upright, and will lead him 
to pay a cloſe attention to the great duties of juſtice 
and integrity. This effect had religion upon Sau- 
uzL. For many years he was a Judge among the 
oppreſſec. And Saur, ſays the ſacred hiſto- 
fan, judged ae all the days of his life, and he 
went from year to year, in circuit, to Bethel and Gii. 
gal, and Mipab, and judged Iſracl in all thoſe places, | 
and his return was to Rama, for there was his houſe, 
and there he judged ae}, and there he built an 
altar unto the Lozn.” His patient attention to thi 
parties who litigated, his enlightened endeavors to 
according to the evidence produced; procured him 
the eſteem and veneration of all, even of thoſe 
whom juſtice obliged him to condemn. - We find 

SAMUEL always honored and eſteemed in the nation 
of ]/-ae]. He was received with the utmoſt reſpe& 
wherever he went. His deciſions were implicitly 
followed. When the ear heard him, then it bleſſed 
reed eee pee b eee 
to him.“ ““? c 


2 Wurm be afted as Chief i t Magiſtrate r of Irurl,b he 
approved himſelf to every man's conſcience in the 
fight of Co- Wag his ſons conducted im- 
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family, and when the People applied to him to reſign 


ov 
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— 
properly in their ſubordinate capacity, yet it does not 
appear that he countenanced or ſupported them, nor 
do we ever find a ſingle charge of incapacity, of 
partiality or injuſtice brought - againſt him. His 
adminiſtration was eaſy to himſelf and uſeful to the 
People, and would have continued to the end of his 
life, had not that love of change, which ſtrongly 
marks the human character, but often defeats its own 
purpoſes, led the People to defire-a King. Then 
how muſt his heart have triumphed, when, with the 
firm and manly voice of dignified integrity, he could 
appeal to the afſembled tribes of 1/ae/, in this ener · 
getic language! Behold, here I am; witneſs againſt 
me before the Lox pand before his Anointed, Whoſe 
ox have I taken? Or whoſe whoſe aſs have I taken? 
Or whom have I defrauded ? Whom have I opprefſ- 
ed? Or of whoſe hand have I received any bribe to 
blind mine eyes therewith ? And I will reſtore it to 
you.” His ſatisfaction muſt have been perfect, when 
the People with one heart and one voice replied, ſay- 
ing, Thou haſt not defrauded us nor oppreſſed us, 
neither haſt thou taken ought of any man's hand.“ 
Happy Magiſtrate! Who was not only approved 
greys 1 —_— of ee 
wand; n ch 
Wau 
Py Batcbas was h 1 mild and gentle manners. 
When the moſt direct attacks were made upon his 


his power, he poſſeſſes, perfectly, calmneſs of mind. 
We do not hear a reproachful word from him, nor 
a ſingle reflection on the ingratitude of thoſe whom 
he had ſo long and ſo — ſerved. Mildly he 


. 


ene e Pig People upon the implety and 
folly of their oonduct. He does not ſuffer himſelf to 
de affected with the perſonal ſlight to him which 
their application implied. He does not affail them 
with the aſperity which ſtings, or the bitterneſs which 
provokes. This mildneſs of manners, this patience 
of contradiction, is of great uſe to thoſe who rule over 
men, becauſe it gives dignity to — jour 
1 eſteem. 
Ber 1 N nne $13 30g 4H | Hoe A. "77% _ 
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of 1/-ael ſtill poſſeſſed the firmneſs and deciſion which 
his religion diQated, and his ſtation required. When 
the Hebrews required to have a King, like the nations 
about them, .SAmvuzL. did not heſitate to reprove 
them ſeverely for their ingratitude ta Gon, who was 
then their Ruler, and ta ſhew them that they were 
enſlaving themſelves and their poſterity, in order to 
attain an empty pageant. Superior to the love of 
popularity, which induces a man to conceal his ſenti- 
ments or flatter a multitude, he firmly and decidedly 
proves to them that they are injuring themſelves and 
pendent was he, as to hazard the diſpleaſure of the 
true intereſt. It was in obedience to Go aloneʒ _ 
that the Prophet fixed SAauz. on the throne ; and 
EN CO CIO ook bizn 
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_ * N 
iſrael to eſtabliſh ſuch a conſtitution of government 
as ſhould guard them from the dangers which they 
had precipitately brought on, themſelvas. Then 
SAML, told the people the manner of the kingdom, 
and wrote it in u book, and laid it up before he 
Logp.”: He knew that fuch a precaution was nec. 
to the capricious humors or tyrannical paſſions. f 
their King, Where the powers of Government and 
the liherties of the People are accurately defined, and 
proper checks are eſtabliſhed to prevent the en» 
eraachments of ane upon the other, there true free. 
dom is enjoyed, and there alone man exerciſes hit 
rights. From this principle, the wiſe, the patriotie 


and the good have always exerted themſelves to form 
CO Ins near Cf | 


| ES 200058 


Tun e eee data th 
good man, to exert himſelf in the cauſe of Religion 
ſom, governed his mind, and regulated his whole 
conduct. A reſpect to the approbation of Gon, 
* who hath pleaſureonlyinuprightneſs,”! a fincerewiſh 


to promote the ſpiritual and temporal happineſs-of 
tereſts of his fellow-citizens, - The proſperity of his 
Country gave him the moſt ſenſible pleaſure; and 
when the clouds of adverſity inveloped it, when it 
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of SAMUBL, during his life, made his death u Tubje 
of deep regret to the people of fuel. They ved 
him While his exiſtenee here was continued, and 
when the common lot of all men delel kim. they 
deeply mourned the melancholy event. The tribes 
of Mrael affembled ; they bedewed his hearſe with 
the tears of genuine affection and gratitude, and ü, 
ried him honorably in the tomb of his _— ; 
Tb vie duty which we are iow called to perform rm. 
The character; briefly drawn, of SaMbrt in the * 
paſt diſcourſe, ſp ſtrongly reſembles that of our de- 
ceaſed Friend and Governor, as that little need be 

faid in addition to it. Your own minds muſt have 
n the application. Rs e 


Bees with firong ———— of 
mind; favoured with the advantages of a public and 
liberal education; impreſſed with a ſenſe of that Re- 
ligion which forms men to virtue, kindneſs ant 
charity, he was early called by his fellow. eitiaens to 
fill places of public - truſt and honor. Ava Magif- 7 
trate, a Legiſlator, and a Judge, he diſcovered the 
juſtly celebrated in the character of the text. His 
he made the ſame appeal to the People as Sau.] 
dia, he would have received the ſame anſwer. 
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His 


ute. 
is wiſe and faithful conduct in offices of leſs dig 


nity; their confidence in his patriotiſm, integrity 
and l abilities, led the People of this Commonwealth 
to call him to the oſſiee of their Chief Magiſtrate. 
This confidence was, fully gratified. The warm 
and decided Friend of our Federal and State Conſtitu- 
tions; the warm and decided enemy af all foreign 
interference in the affairs of our government; the 
watchful Guardian of the Civil, the Judicial and the 
Military intereſts of the Commonwealth, he was daily 
more and more eſteemed and reſpected. His ap- 
pointments were judicious, and he meant to confine 
them to men of virtue and abilities. He ſup} 
| the honor of the State with dignity. His own \ 
| portment, while it was eaſy and agreeable, while it 
diſcovered the mildneſs of manners, the unafſuming 
kindneſs which formed ſo ſtriking a part of his char. 
 aQter, was never ſuch as to diminiſh * 
and eſteem for him. 1 


+». Kind, charitable and good; viſking well to every 
one, and defirous of promoting their intereſts, 
GovERNOR SUMNER was univerſally beloved and 
honored. He was among the few men who, 
though he had many friends, warm and affectionate 


friends, yet, ſo far as my knowledge has extended, 


never had a perſonal enemy. Even thoſe who on 
political ſubjects differed from him, and the inter- 
eſts of whoſe party led them to oppoſe his election, 
expreſſed perſonal reſpect for him * e 
profeſs deeply to lament bis 4 | 
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Tims good man was a warm and decided friend ts 


the Religion of CHRIST. He early profeſſed this To 


Religion, and his life appeared to be formed by ite 
divine and ſacred precepts. Thus influenced by its 
temper, and governed by its commands in life, he 
was animated by its hopes, a yt pens 1 
een, N ya came to _ *. 4 
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caſion to admire and imitate the tender huſband; 


the wiſe and affectionate father, the dutiful ſon, and 
the faithful friend ! The grief which rends the bo- 
ſoms, and the tears which fill the eyes of thoſe to 
whom he was thus related, prove the juſtice of this 
part of his character, a ENS in 
n Wenne . 50144 Bee 
T F184 "Ss 2 
| Wet — — — 
fallen in our [/ae/ this day, let us humble ourſelves 
under the divine correction! Let us admire and 
adore thoſe diſpenſations of Providence which we 
cannot comprehend! And let us learn the leſſons of 
wiſdom, which an event ſo ar esp ve wee an : 
1 n eee — | 
laments the Friend, whom, with ſo much harmony, 
he accompanied in the public walks of life, will hear 
the voice of Providence ſpeaking loudly to him, and 
teaching him that the moſt elevated ſtation, the moſt 
affluent circumſtances, and the warmeſt eſteem and 


aden of our friends and fellow citizens, cannot 
ſecure 
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n the King 1 Lernt, 


The duties, to which he is now called, are difficult 


and important. May Go give him wiſdom and 
grace to diſcharge them uſefully and well ! As his 
day is, ſo let his ſtrength be alſo ! And when the 
commom lot of the great as well as the ſmall, the 
rich as well as the poor, ſhall befal him, may he, 
like his excellent Predeceſſor, leave behind him the 
„good name which is better than A * 
NON - og 7 AT £2 ae ade 

Ne * 
r 
eil, the Senate and the Houſe of Repreſentatives, to 
contemplate the ſolemn ſcene before us, and ſee the 
vanity of human greatneſs, the inſufficiency of the 
higheſt honors to © retain the ſpirit in the day of 
death! There you behold the end of all fleſh |— 
There 'you-ſee the goal at which every man, who 
run the race of life, muſt, ſooner or later, arrive 
+ Fhence'you may learn that the hour haſtens when 


pant, will ſoon be levelled, and become lighter in our 


view than the duſt of the balance Although ye 


be called Gods,” yet here you find that © ye ſhall 
"die like men and fall like one of the princes !'' Re- 


truſt, that the eye of Gon is upon you; that © he 


has pleafure only in uprightneſs; and that when 
your bodies ſhall lie under the cold hand of Death, 
like the beloved duſt before you; it will be of more 
importance in your view to be conſcious of one act 
of true Religion or of public virtue, than to have 
poſſeſſed 
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from this affecting -Providence, to be, more. 
diligent, active and faithful in all the relations of life; 
ſo that, when you ſhall. be gathered to the duſt of 
your fathers, thoſe around you may t mark the per- 
dec wan and behold he uprightgfor the end of her 
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Wirn ibe aflicted widow, the fathenleſs. children, 
the bereaved ſiſters, and the numerous relstiyes and 
friends of this excellent man, we mingle our tears 1. 
We hold out to them, while we wiſh to feel ourſelves, 
che conſolations and ſupports of Religion. Wade. 
not it mourn as thoſe who are without ho - Our 
Friend is gone fom us, but we.truſt that his unem- 
| bodied ſpirit. now inhabits the courts of glory, and 
Wien ne e our ges 


doi now behold," my —— and fellow-chiinens, 
behold how the © faſhion af this world paſſeth a- 
way!“ See how inſufficient are the beſt earthly enjoy- 
ments to ſatisfy the cravings of the immortal ſoul, or 
to protract for a moment our exiſtence in this world 
Learn that the faith of CHHο,jxv and the diſcharge of 
our duty, is the one. thing needful;“ that while 
life, and health and reaſon aregranted us, they ſhould 
be improved for the purpoſe of preparing for another 
world by performitig the duty which we owe to Gop 
and man in this! · Now is the accepted time” Let 
us improve itto ſecure © an intereſt inthe better part 
which can never be taken away from us,“ and to pre- 
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pare us for the < reſt and the triumph which re. 
wen eo the people of Gos MOW „ans. 
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ni nete Evie our Um E. and 
our ſupport in death, which regulates us in proſper- 
ity and gilds our - darkeſt moments with light and 
comfort—This Religion teaches us to look beyond” 
the grave to an heaven of infinite glory ! It teaches 
us to depoſit the precious remains 'of our Chriſtian 
friends in the daft, with © a fure and certain hope 
of their reſurrection unto eternal life.” Yes, my 
brethren; Death ſhall not retain his dominion over 
them! They ſhall burſt aſunder his iron bands! 
They ſhall awaken to a new and eternal life! They 
ſhall aſcend to their Father and our Father, to 
their God and our GOoD; and © with the ran- 
ſomed of the Lox ſhall return and come to Zion 
rr 
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